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           Issue 11

        Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Mill Creek

579 Polly Drummond Hill Road, Pike Creek Valley, Newark, DE  19711; Internet:  uusmc.org

The Reverend Nancy D. Dean, Minister  (302) 369-2712 Internet: minister@uusmc.org




     Stefanie Anderson, Director of Religious Education (302) 369-2712   Internet:  dre@uusmc.org




     Debby Damiani, Office Administrator
(302) 369-2712
Internet:  administrator@uusmc.org 
We are a Welcoming Congregation serving the Hockessin/Pike Creek/Kennett Square region, meeting every Sunday morning. Childcare is available; religious education is held September to June. All are welcome at our services and invited to stay for refreshments and conversation following the service. 
SUNDAY SERVICES: MAY 2008, 10:30 AM
May 4 



      Building a Faith: Principles, Purposes, Sources
Our UU faith is derived from many sources, and we value highly the diversity of personal religious and spiritual expression, all of which speak to the primary issues of the human spirit.

Ritual return of the Stole with Sunday Service leaders on May 4!

May 11    


              Adopting: Our Children and Our Values





Adopting children is a great act of faith born out of a great act of love; so too our personal values, children of our ethical being. This Sunday is Mother’s Day.

May 18 



                The Cracked Water Pot




There is still a use for something as seemingly useless as a cracked water pot.

Flower Communion on May 18—please bring flowers to share!
May 25  


           War-Torn Nations: How War Touches Us






Veterans and family members of veterans will be asked to light candles and to share war- or service-time experiences.


Minister’s Message






The Rev. Nancy D. Dean

Welcome Back, Nancy!

We’ve been counting the days. We’ve thought of you, prayed for you, and wished you well during your sabbatical time.

But that isn’t to say we’ve done nothing but wait. No way! We’ve enjoyed hearing the inspiring ideas and visions of our visiting ministers. We’ve turned out for a bang-up Mardi Gras celebration, growing second-Sunday potlucks, and a full-house annual dinner with a five-piece band and a Beatles sing-along. We’ve welcomed our new choir director, Kristen Tosh-Morelli, and been impressed with the growing strength of the choir. And speaking of growth, wait until you see the kids trooping up for the children’s message! 

We’re booming. We’re expanding. One of our visiting ministers told me it was great fun to talk to such an exciting congregation. Big Music Sunday was so big that the ushers had to keep bringing in chairs. Ten of our kids did the entire first half of the performance and brought down the house. And the closing number topped it all off when the chorus, in costume, rode in on their imaginary chargers to sing “Find Your Grail” from Spamalot. Keith Goheen offered a series of discussions on and around Bible stories. Each week the attendance grew, until on the final Sunday we came close to overflowing the library.

And that’s not all, either. We have a variety of adult RE programs starting in April. We’re sorting out and saving up treasures for the Attic Treasures sale. And there’s to be something new, a BBQ and Kite Sale.

So you can see that while we were sorry to see you leave, we all pitched in to make this Sabbatical time work for Mill Creek, and to make you proud. We hope your Sabbatical has been as rewarding, restful, and stimulating as you hoped. Welcome home.

Jay Gibson, for the Sunday Services Committee


SUNDAY FLOWERS  Flowers make a lovely addition to our services. You may donate a flower arrangement to honor a special person, an occasion, or just because. The donating member may bring the arrangement home after the service.  Simply fill out the flower donation sheet located in the lobby. Write your check for $30 or $40 to UUSMC and write flowers and the date of the chosen service on the memo line. Place your payment in the box outside of the office or in the collection plate. Flower orders will be placed on Monday so payment must be received by the Monday prior to the Sunday requested. Thank you to the following members who bought flowers in April: Kate and Clem Bowen.

Board Notes



   




    Fran Loeffelholz, President

It’s May. Welcome back from your Sabbatical Rev. Dean!

May is also the time for UUSMC to hold its Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 18 following the Sunday Service. A light lunch will be provided and childcare will be available. Please plan to attend the Service and stay for the Annual Meeting. This is your official notice of the meeting so be certain to make a note to attend on your May calendar.

The Annual Meeting is an opportunity to reflect on the accomplishments of the past church year. The staff, Board, and Committee leaders will briefly review their major accomplishments. But the primary focus will be on the future…describing our challenges and plans for the future. 

UUSMC continues to grow in members, programs, and participation. We will discuss our plans and actions to adapt the organization and our facility for further growth.

UUSMC’s finances will be discussed. We will review this year’s performance and the results of the recent Operations Pledge campaign. The final Budget for the July ’08- June ’09 church year will be presented for the congregation’s approval by the Treasurer and the Finance Committee. 

Another agenda item for the Annual Meeting is the election of members to several leadership positions. The Nominations Committee, M. Riding, J. Pappenhagen, and J. Hamilton, will present three candidates for election to the Board of Trustees and a candidate for President of the Board of Trustees. Each elected person will serve a two-year term on the Board. The Board of Trustees is a seven-person body—six Trustees and the President—responsible for guiding UUSMC’s overall operations. Within the Board, the Trustees elect a Vice President, Treasurer, and Board Secretary at the beginning of each church year.  

The Nominations Committee will also propose three members to serve a one-year term on next year’s Nominations Committee. This committee has a key role in maintaining leadership continuity as UUSMC develops from a Pastoral Oriented organization into a Program-Oriented organization. 

Please plan to attend the Sunday Service of May 18 and stay over to attend UUSMC’s Annual Meeting. We hope to see you all on the 18th!

Editor’s Note:  Thanks to everyone who volunteered to receive their newsletter by email. This will enable the church to save on both printing and mailing costs. If you would like to add your email address to this select few, please email the editor at grist@uusmc.org. Thanks for your participation. Microsoft Word is used.












Thanks, Pat Loeffelholz

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE





    Don Andersen, Chair

Share Our Plate . . .  



          Rachael VerNooy

The Share Our Plate charity for May and June is the Evergreen Center, which provides specialized care for people with Alzheimer’s disease or related dementias, along with respite care for their families and caregivers. The Center’s fees are on a sliding scale based on marital or individual income. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION





Stefanie Anderson, DRE

Hello, All  (
We have so many exciting things going on in RE right now that it is hard to pare it down into a single article. I know myself well enough to realize that I will probably leave something out, but here goes.  (
--I would like to express how excited I am with the success of our first Children's Choir practice. The children all seemed to have a wonderful time and I can't wait to see their first performance during the Blessing of the Animals on June 8th.  Thank you to all involved for putting this together.  

--I would like to congratulate the Coming of Age on completing their Vision Quest. They should all be very proud of themselves and I encourage everyone to be sure to acknowledge their accomplishment…good job, CoA!  

--As some may have noticed, we have put our sign up for Green Footprints Summer Values Camp (July 28 through Aug. 1). Summer is sneaking up on us surprisingly fast and sign-up for this camp will begin shortly. I would like those who plan on being Junior Counselors (students entering grades 6 and up) for this camp to notify me as soon as possible so we can be sure we have full coverage for this event. The sign-up sheet for Junior Counselors is on the RE board. 

--We are in need of more teachers for our summer camp. If you are interested, let me know as soon as possible so we can plan camp activities accordingly.

--This year we are trying something new for Summer RE—Chalice Club!  Sundays during the summer will no longer be childcare only.  This is a youth-lead and adult-supervised social-action/social-justice program. If you would like more information on this please contact me any time. It is a wonderful program and I'm sure the students will love it, as will the parents. For our youth (again, those entering grades 6 and up) I ask that you sign up to lead at least three Sundays during the summer. The sign-up sheet is posted on the RE board. 

--Teacher and assistant sign-ups for next year have started! Those who intend to teach or assist in the fall, please be sure to sign up at your earliest convenience. I would like to plan training dates as soon as possible so that all involved may have ample notification. With the possibility of various changes, training will be especially important this year, even for those who have been to past trainings, so plan on attending. (
Thanks, Stefanie Anderson

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE



Felicia Shaw & Shirlee Andersen

Coffee hour after Sunday services is an important time to welcome visitors and to get to better know new members. Volunteers are needed to help with this activity by either providing light refreshments or helping in the kitchen. The assistance is scheduled at the convenience of everyone. Anyone interested in helping can call Shirlee Andersen at 239-7586 or Felicia Shaw at 994-2768. 

WELCOMING CONGREGATION





Linda Lucero, Chair

The Welcoming Congregation Committee wishes to thank everyone who came out for the movie "For the Bible Tells Me So." It was very inspiring and gave all of us a lot to think about. Also, a big thank you to all of you who wrote letters to your Senators after the service on April 20. We are proud to say that 22 letters have been mailed in support of SB 141, and that doesn't include those of you who took all the information and promised to write and mail your letters from home. We dare say, UUSMC made an impact on getting this important legislation passed. So, thanks again for all your help and support!

MEMBERSHIP MEMOS





Mary Pat Knauss, Chair
SHARING OUR GOOD NEWS:  Part III – Articulating our Faith

This is the third article in a series addressing membership growth. As a recap, in past articles I’ve pointed out that the best way to expand our community is by telling others about Unitarian Universalism and inviting them to join us for a visit. Here is a profile, published by the UUA, for the Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, CA. I have the privilege of speaking with each of our visitors and ask them how they found UUSMC. While I don’t have exact statistics, I can tell you that the trends are the same.

· 39% of visitors learned about the church because friends invited them

· 30% found the church through its website

· 11% were invited by family

· 10% had been UU’s previously

· 4% came because of public events at the church

· the remaining 6% came from various smaller categories, including advertising and mailers.

Last month’s article suggested ways of opening the conversation, a first step in inviting someone to join us on a Sunday morning or at another UUSMC event.  Examples included wearing UU jewelry or putting a UU decal on your car bumper. Now that your friends and neighbors are curious and asking, what do you tell them?

Unitarian Universalists may enjoy a good debate amongst themselves, but when it comes to articulating their faith to others, many find difficulties expressing ideas that seem tortuously complex. The well known joke, "What do you get when you cross a UU with a Jehovah's Witness? – Someone who knocks on your door and has nothing to say," does have some basis. 

But we have a great deal to say. We can explain our guiding principles, which we all rally around, despite our potential differences on other aspects of religious belief. We can explain the meaning behind our name, the words “Unitarian” and “Universalism,” and the rich heritage from which we have emerged. We can talk about our strong Religious Education program and how it helps prepare our youth to live a strong and respectful life. 

Arguably the toughest question we get, though, is “What does your Church believe?” Great question! We are a confessional church, meaning that each of us is ultimately accountable for stating, then embodying, our own individual convictions.  

Therefore, if someone asks, “What does your Church believe?” we can kindly retort: "Well, congregations don't really believe; people do. So, if you're interested, let me share some of the principles and values to which I give my loyalty...daily. Then I would gladly learn of yours.”

The best advice I can give you when explaining UUism to someone who is not familiar with it is to start slowly and keep it simple. Make one or two points to draw them in and then see where the conversation takes you. The hardest part is getting the conversation started. But after the first few minutes, if the person you are speaking with is really interested, you’ll find plenty to say!  

PHOTO WALL UPDATE

Have you noticed a change in the layout of our photo wall?  Thanks to Ernie Freund, the photos have now been organized into alphabetical order! With greater than 85% of our congregation’s photos now available, it seemed appropriate to get them more organized. But there’s plenty of room to continue to add as photos become available!  Thank you, Ernie.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE OR JOINING UUSMC?

Information sessions, the New UU or UU101, are conducted once or twice a month, based on demand. They can be scheduled for Sunday after services or Saturday mornings, based on interest and availability. Sign-up sheets for May are posted in the hallway. Childcare is provided. Contact Mary Pat Knauss at mpknauss@verizon.net or 610-444-3305 at any time with questions or to learn more about becoming a member. We encourage all who are interested in joining our congregation to explore our website, www.uusmc.org.
47

CARING COMMUNITY






Laura Bonner, Chair

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Liv Reichle, whose brother passed away, and with Brian Williamson, whose grandmother passed away.

Congratulations to Kathy Davis on her successful laser eye surgery, and to Allen Thompson and Linda Lucero, whose stepdaughter Cynthia married Gregory.


( Did you know  .   .   . Chapter 2
The good news is that our Mill Creek UU church is thriving and attracting both visitors and new members. Recently we held a ceremony to welcome eleven new members who joined in the three months since December. Each year adult membership is increasing 7.6%.

Growth is good for our church, but the bad news is that our building is nearly full on Sundays. If we are going to continue to provide a liberal religious worship experience to the Pike Creek and surrounding region we must develop a long-range plan for expansion of our facility.

 UUSMC has always been committed to a strong Religious Education program, and we continue to attract many new families with children. Currently, we have registered 82 children, who meet in six classrooms. We expect to enroll 14 new children per year for the next several years. We are full up. More classroom space will be needed soon.

The seven-member “Next Step Task Force” has been meeting weekly to explore how our resources can best be used for housing our growing membership and maintaining our programs during the next three to five years. They are studying several options for modifying our Sunday programs or expanding our building. They are studying the costs and capital needed and how big a bank loan will be required. Any permanent new building space will require two years to obtain—capital fund raising, design and construction.

The Task Force is planning to report to the congregation by the Annual Business Meeting on May 22, 2008.

Please stay tuned.

Frank MacArtor

FUNDRAISING








Judi Krause, Chair

BBQ and Kite Sale 

At last, we have a date!

May 17th, time to be announced

The barbeque will be prepared by Fat Rick—pulled-pork sandwiches and barbequed chicken. It’s the absolute best in the Delaware and Brandywine Valleys! 

We have some great volunteer opportunities. We need people to fly kites, help box up the meals, and help children make kites (it’s easy—we have kite-making kits that require tape and string and crayons or markers). Also, we need bakers.  We will need cookies and sheet cakes (brownies, etc.) to include with the barbeque meals. If anyone knows of a place where we can get canned sodas cheaply, please contact me. 

 Please encourage your friends and neighbors to attend this family event. 

 











Judi Krause

Go Fly a Kite!

Or I should say, “Come fly a kite with UUSMC members and friends on Saturday, May 17!”

The BBQ and Kite Sale is a great opportunity for families and friends to have fun while supporting the work of UUSMC.  Judi Krause, Chair of the Fund Raising Committee, is looking for people of all ages to assist her with the first UUSMC BBQ and Kite Sale. Judi’s vision is to establish this as an annual event to be enjoyed not just by the UUSMC family, but by the whole community, including all the people in the park on a Saturday. To do this, the first event must be a great success. Success will be everyone having a lot of fun while raising money to enable UUSMC to continue its service to the community and wider world. Look to Judi’s Grist article (above), which has more details about volunteer opportunities.

What can you do? 1.) Look for the BBQ & Kite Sale sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the church foyer.  2.) Check to see what tasks you could help with and sign up. 3.) Plan to attend with your friends to enjoy BBQ and Fly a Kite! 

I’ll be signing up to help box lunches since I do like to be around food.  Select something you’d enjoy doing and join in the fun on May 17th!

Janet Tillman, Board Member

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE



      MQ Riding, Chair 
The Committee is looking for candidates to be on the Nominations Committee for 2008-2009. This is an opportunity to participate in developing the leadership of our membership. If you like to meet people and want to support the values of Unitarian Universalism, the Nominations Committee may just be the place for you.  

The committee has developed a ‘program approach’ this year and will be rolling out programs in the fall for members to participate in and learn about leadership in a non-profit setting. If you are interested in leadership, training, or would simply like to assist with logistics and learn about leading others, contact me at mq.riding@comcast.net or 302-463-1022 by May 10 to be added to the slate for this year’s annual meeting.  

FINANCE COMMITTEE







Jamie Kegerise       

Caring*Sharing*Sowing*Growing 

The 2008-2009 UUSMC Pledge Campaign
Thank you to everyone who helped with the canvass this year, and especially to all our wonderful members who completed their pledge cards. If you have not turned in your pledge intention, please do so today.

You know that it takes a lot to run a church. Dedicated members and families and our devoted staff are the people side of this equation. The monetary side is probably the less important side, but the generosity of our members enables us to keep a spiritual home and meet the needs of our families and the larger society.

We are falling short of our pledge goal of $208,000. You are certainly encouraged to increase your pledge to help bridge this shortfall, and even a small amount of increase can make a difference.  

The Finance Committee will be adjusting the proposed budget to reflect this lower-than-hoped-for pledge income, so there will be a corresponding decrease on the expense side. Hopefully, these changes can be spread reasonably and not hurt any of our programs or committees.

This proposed budget will be presented to the Board of Directors for their approval at the May meeting, and then the congregation votes on the proposed budget at our Annual Meeting being held Sunday, May 18 following the worship service.

I am personally feeling a bit washed up as this process comes to a close. This is the third year I have managed the Pledge Campaign, and all three years we have fallen short of our goal. I would welcome more help next year, and even would be quite delighted if someone else wanted to take on this responsibility.

But I also have to say that the experience has been a positive one for me. This is still our largest budget ever, and we will take in more pledge income than ever before. That means we are touching and helping more people. That means our congregation is continuing to grow, and more families and children are experiencing our loving and welcoming ways.

There are also moments in the campaign that are uplifting and inspiring. I had the honor of taking a pledge this year from a couple who were quite unsure about their financial situation throughout the coming months. Yet they looked closely at their family's budget, and decided to cut some of their personal spending. They intend on increasing their pledge donations by the $275.00-per-year amount that the church had requested.

Thanks again for a successful Pledge Campaign. I welcome comments and ideas for improving our process. You can email me at Jamie@DSOFurniture.com or call me on my cell at 302-218-5690.

Jamie Kegerise

ADULT PROGRAMS
Adult RE  










Jeannine Ignatz
Spirituality Discussion

Facilitated by: Nancy Dean

Offered: Saturday, May 10th 1:00-3:00 PM

“Is That God?”

Facilitated by: Nancy Dean

Offered: May 2008

Bag Lunch series for the year using the book of stories Faith Stories: Short Fiction on the Varieties and Vagaries of Faith.
UUSMC BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS

Cyndy Falcoff & Amy White, Coordinators
UUSMC includes two book discussion groups meeting at different times. Everyone is always welcome to join our discussions.
The Sunday After-Services Book Group will meet on June 8 for our final book group discussion for the Church year. We will be discussing Diane Setterfield’s book The Thirteenth Tale.  A light read, the main character, a reclusive author, decides to write a memoir. Whether it is accurate, a lie, or real, is all a matter of perception. Biographies, memoirs and points of view are reoccurring themes in both our April book, Atonement, and this one. The Thirteenth Tale is available from the New Castle County Library System.

Our June Book Group discussion again coincides with the Second Sunday Potluck Lunch, so we can enjoy participating in lunch before we meet. Everyone is always welcome to join our discussions. We will not meet again until September, when we look forward to hearing about books we have read over the summer. If you have questions or comments, please contact Cyndy Falcoff at cjofal@comcast.net.

The Evening Book Group will meet on Tuesday, May 27 at 7:30 in the church youth room to discuss the novel Once Upon a Day by Lisa Tucker. An Amazon.com review of the novel states: "This should be catnip for book clubs, whether they devour it as a page-turner about parenting and family or discuss its subtle meditations on fate and coincidence, wealth and poverty, freedom and safety, fairy tales and American dreams." There are plenty of copies in the NCC Library system, so check it out—I was hooked on the first page! All are welcome to attend. Please contact Amy White at amywwhite@comcast.net 302-652-1952 for more information.




	APRIL 2008

Saturday, April 26
Attic Treasures Sale

MAY 2008

Saturday, May 3
Chili Competition, p. 2

Sunday, May 4
Sunday Service, p. 1

Monday, May 10
Spirituality Discussion, p. 8

Sunday, May 11
Sunday Service, p. 1

Saturday, May 17       BBQ and kite sale, p. 7
	Sunday, May 18
Sunday Service, p. 1

Sunday, May 18
ANNUAL MEETING, p. 3


Sunday, May 25
Sunday Service, p. 1

Tuesday, May 27
Evening Book Group, p. 9


JUNE 2008

Sunday, June 1
AVP Re-entry mentor training, p. 9

Sunday, June 8
Sunday Book Group p. 9

Sunday, June 22
Annual Church Picnic, p. 1




Delaware Women’s AVP Re-Entry Program


A Center for Relational Living in collaboration with the Alternatives to Violence Project/Delaware has developed the Delaware Women’s AVP Re-Entry Program. An important part of this program is the partnering with faith communities as mentors for women inmates who have participated in the AVP program and are being released from prison.  


Join members from each of the three New Castle County UU churches who have chosen to be mentors. If you have any questions or would like to learn more, contact Rev. Paula Maiorano at 302-428-3850 or Paula@relationalliving.org


 


The next training sessions are scheduled for:





		May 30   6 – 9 PM	First Unitarian Wilmington


		May 31   9 – 4 PM	First Unitarian Wilmington


		June 1	  12:30 – 3:30	UU Society of Mill Creek








Insurance Resource Person Needed





The Facility Use Committee and Administrator need a resource person to understand the needs of our insurance provider and help repeat renters provide appropriate insurance protection. The Finance Committee would like to check whether we have cost effective insurance coverage. For information please contact Allan Cairncross at 302-644-0787.








Dear Members and Friends: Please welcome Heather Doty, your new Grist newsletter editor and publisher. Heather is a stay-at-home mother with one small son and another baby on the way. She is married to Matt Doty. They joined UUSMC in December 2007.   





Thanks to everyone who helped me tremendously over the past several years. It has been a pleasure working on the Grist!  											Hugs, Pat Loeffelholz








 May Fest


 


Join us, rain or shine, on May 31st for a spring celebration to greet the warm sun, fairies, and each other!


 


Wear your fairy wings, jester hat, renaissance costume, or favorite springtime wear. Pack a picnic for your family, and a dessert or drink to share. Bring your favorite jokes, poems, stories, instruments, or talents. There will be opportunities to share throughout the day. Childcare will be available in Room 1.


 


3:00 - 5:00	Crafts, music and activities, including Maypole dance


3:30		Crowning of King, Queen, Prince and Princess of May


5:00 - 6:00	Community Picnic


6:00 - 9:00	Drum Circle, Mead, Mingling, and Merriment


Paula Lowe











Chili Competition Back By Popular Demand


Saturday, May 3


6:30 – 9:30 PM





UUSMC’s second annual Chili Competition and In-House Musician Jam Session will be held on Saturday, May 3. This is a blind tasting contest in which the attendees will vote for their preferences, which will determine the first, second, and third place winners. The winners will be awarded the following prizes: 1st place is a gourmet dinner at Chez Randall’s, 2nd place is a one-year subscription to Chili Pepper Magazine, and 3rd prize consists of a trio of hot sauces. Please sign up on the bulletin board. Since Sunday, May 4th is Reverend Nancy’s first return service, there is a distinct possibility that she may be sighted sampling chili at the event. We certainly hope so! Come join the party—friends and extended family members are welcome too. You are guaranteed to have lots of fun! Childcare will be provided. If you have any questions, contact Randy Ploener at � HYPERLINK "mailto:randogumbo@verizon.net" ��randogumbo@verizon.net� or 302-234-8832.


Randy Ploener, Social Events Committee














ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC


Sunday June 22, 12:30 PM


Hosted by Frank and June MacArtor





Mark your calendar now! All UUSMC members, friends, and children are invited to a summer picnic. It’s a potluck, so bring your favorite dish. Meat and beverages will be provided. Come, rain or shine—expect a big back yard with games to play and good conversation with UU friends.





The picnic will take place at the home of Frank and June MacArtor, 93 Caravel Drive, Caravel Farms, Bear, DE—look for directions in the June Grist. Phone 302-834-8650.








�





The Grist is published eleven times a year by the Unitarian Universalist Society of Mill Creek and is distributed free of charge to members and friends of the congregation.  If you would like to contribute to publication and postage costs, please send your tax-deductible donation to UUSMC, 579 Polly Drummond Hill Road, Newark, DE  19711. Editors, Pat Loeffelholz and Heather Doty. Send editorial materials in writing only to Pat at 56 Laurel Ct. Hockessin, DE 19707, or email to grist@uusmc.org.





Contact the Joseph Priestley District Website for information on UU activities in the region:


http://www.jpduua.org/pages/jpd-packet.pbs








Unitarian Universalist Society of Mill Creek


Grist from the Mill


579 Polly Drummond Hill Road


Newark, DE  19711








Presorted


Standard


U.S. Postage


PAID


PERMIT NO. 85


HOCKESSIN, DE











PAGE  
PAGE  
PAGE  
PAGE  
PAGE  
PAGE  
PAGE  
1

